20th Annual Sierra Club “Earth Day 5K and Walk”   Race starts at 8:30am  Registration is at 7:30am and 8:15am at the registration table near the park visitor center. For more information go to http://maryland2.sierraclub.org/groups/anne-arundel-group-0 or call race coordinator David Prosten at 410-703-0847. 

Bird Hike 10-11am  Meet Anne Arundel Bird Club member Ross Geredien at the Blue Heron Center. Ross says: "Depending on the weather and conditions, we will explore the trails where we hope to find the most different kinds of birds. Possibilities include resident songbirds, waterfowl, and maybe some migrants. Bring field guide, binoculars and dress for the weather. If raining lightly, bring an umbrella, as we can still find lots of good birds!"
Beekeeping Demonstrations  10am & Noon  Members of the Anne Arundel County Master Gardeners Beekeeping Project will discuss beekeeping including the life and decline of honeybees and what the public can do to help. Weather permitting the Quiet Waters Park hive will be shown and discussed. The demonstration is safe and open to all ages. The program lasts about an hour. Meet at parking lot “J” near the Visitor Center. 
Community Native Planting  10-2pm  Volunteers Needed!  Join us at the Butterfly and Reading Garden next to the reflecting pool as we plant native plants that attract butterflies. Bring gloves and a trowel. This garden is maintained by the Friends of Quiet Waters Park and Garrett’s Light. Midshipmen from the Naval Academy will be pitching in to help! 

Vernal Ventures 11am-Noon  For ages 8 and up. Vernal ponds, unique, temporary wetlands, are the breeding grounds for a number of amphibians and other species. Join us for an introduction to vernal ponds  and then travel to a few for a first-hand look. This program will include both walking on and off paved trails, so sturdy shoes are recommended. Meet at Parking Lot J next to the Park Visitor Center. 
Oyster Shell Recycling 11am & 1pm  Why recycle oyster shells? Natural Oyster shell is the best material on which to raise new oysters and restore oyster reefs. Scientists know that, but for generations, used oyster shells were used to build roads, driveways and housing construction. More recently the shell has ended up in landfills. Today, it is an extremely limited natural resource and a valuable one for improving waterways. Given the critical shortage of shell for use in restoring the Chesapeake Bay’s oyster population, the Oyster Recovery Partnership developed the Shell Recycling Alliance (SRA) to save this extremely limited natural resource. This presentation takes place at the Blue Heron Center. 
Reforestation Project 11am-Noon  For all ages. Volunteers Needed! Learn why native plants are better for the environment and which ones are suitable for your yard. Help plant a reforestation project and learn about the Weed Warrior program that targets the removal of exotic invasive plant species in the park. Bring gloves if you have them. Meet at Holly Pavilion. Trees provided by the Tree-mendous Maryland program, Maryland Department of Natural Resources.  
Compost Demonstration  Noon-1pm  Anne Arundel County Master Gardeners will teach you how to make your own compost using yard waste and kitchen scraps.  Receive a FREE compost bin (courtesy of Anne Arundel County Dept. of Recycling) by attending the compost demonstration. Meet at the Compost Demonstration site on the Wildwood Trail. Park at the Blue Heron Center parking lot.  
Trash Bash Clean-up  Noon-1pm  For ages 8 and up. Volunteers Needed!  Meet a Park Ranger at the Blue Heron Center Parking Lot for this beautification project. Trash bags and the clean-up plan will be provided. 
Bird Hike 1-2pm.  Meet Anne Arundel Bird Club member Dave Gillum at the Blue Heron Center. Dave says: "We'll walk around the composting area and out to the boat launch. We will see forest edge and woodland species and well as ducks. Bring binoculars and a field guide. Fine for adults and children 10 and older; we will be walking on paved trails."

Children’s Nature Hour  1-2pm  Recommended for ages 4-9. A reading of the Dr. Seuss classic “The Lorax” will be followed by a short nature walk. Led by Jennifer Pille. Children must be accompanied by an adult. Meet at the Lighthizer Gazebo.  

Wildflower Nature Hike  2-3pm  For all ages. This quarter mile nature hike will focus on Spring-blooming wildflowers and the fascinating native flora found in our region. Learn about the stories behind the names and some of the medicinal, culinary and native American uses for some of the plants we encounter on this ranger-led hike. Meet at Holly Pavilion. 
Anne Arundel Bird Club Slide Show  2pm  Meet the Anne Arundel Bird Club! This presentation at the Blue Heron Center will introduce you to the club and its functions and activities, the birding "hotspots" of our region, and many of our beautiful resident and migratory birds. There will be featured photos of some of the top bird photographers in our community as well. 
Health of the South River  3pm  South River Federation Riverkeeper Captain Diana Muller will discuss the current state of the health of the South River and it’s water quality in this presentation at the Blue Heron Center. Learn about what is making our river so sick and what the Federation is doing to improve the health of the river.  
Paddle the Quiet Waters  3-430pm For ages 9 and up. Children under 15 must be accompanied by a participating adult. SPACE IS LIMITED. Celebrate Earth Day with a Ranger-guided canoe trip on beautiful Harness Creek. Discover local flora and fauna, and assist with a water quality testing project and learn how you can be a better steward of our waterways. Meet at the Paddle or Pedal Concession (park at the Blue Heron Center parking lot and walk 1/3 mile to the concession building). Preregister is required by emailing Park Ranger Chris Winton at rpwint39@aacounty.org or call 410-222-1777.
